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SYNOPSIS 
 
Tour Without End is a hybrid-film installation and an archive of DIY venues for visual 
and performing arts, in New York City and beyond. It is a multi-platform project in which 
real-life musicians, artists and actors are cast as alternate-universe-rock star versions of 
themselves. A core group of players improvise based on semi-scripted scenes. Many of 
these outsized performers are legendary personalities in the history of DIY venues for 
visual and performing arts in NYC and beyond. They are archetypes playing archetypes. 
The work centers on the fictional band “Munchausen,” and revels in their sometimes 
hilarious complex band dynamics as they endure the strain of touring, collaborating and 
the process of aging while immersed in a youth driven DIY music scene.  It cites a 
diverse range of hybrid documentaries or mockumentaries including; Spinal Tap and 
Medium Cool. Though this work makes historical references, it is firmly rooted in our 
time. Shot, in part, in Cleveland – around the protests at the republican convention, it 
draws connections between past and present while asserting that no one exists outside of 
politics. 

BIO 
Laura Parnes has screened and exhibited her work widely in the US and internationally, 
including: Whitney Museum of American Art, NY; PSI Contemporary Art Center MoMA 
Affiliate, NY; Miami Museum of Contemporary Art, FL;  Brooklyn Museum,  Deste 
Foundation for Contemporary Art, Athens, ; The International Film Festival Rotterdam, 
Rotterdam, Netherlands and Museo Nacional Centro De Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid and 
NY and on PBS and Spanish Television. She recently had solo exhibitions at LA><, LA, 
Participant Inc. and Fitzroy Gallery and solo screenings at the Museum of Modern Art 
and The Kitchen, New York City. Parnes is a 2013 John Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Fellow, a 2014 NYFA recipient and a 2016 Creative Capital Awardee. Video Data Bank 
published a box set of her work and Participant Press published a book of her scripts 
titled Blood and Guts in Hollywood: Two Screenplays by Laura Parnes with an 
introduction by Chris Kraus. 



TRAILER  

https://vimeo.com/243736423 

DIRECTOR STATEMENT 
My films and installations address counter-cultural and youth-culture references where 
the music is integral to the work. While offering a distinctly feminist alternative to abject 
traditions in the visual arts such as Mike Kelly and Paul McCarthy, I craft loose 
narratives of trauma and repressed memory around mass-culture and youthful rites-of-
passage. Tour Without End is a continuation of these themes but from a decidedly adult 
perspective.  

Expanding on my experience developing multi-platform  projects, Tour Without End 
centers on the fictional band “Munchausen,” and revels in their complex band dynamics 
as they endure the strain of touring, collaborating and the process of aging while 
immersed in a youth driven DIY music scene. It’s a darkly comedic hybrid-documentary 
where real-life musicians, artists and actors are cast as alternate-universe-rockstar 
versions of themselves. 

Tour departs from my past work in that it is set in real spaces, relies on improvisation and 
relates to cinema verite.  A core group of players work off of semi-scripted scenes. These 
scenes often include performances by featured bands. Many of these outsized performers 
are legendary personalities in the history of DIY venues for visual and performing arts in 
NYC and beyond.  With reference to popular culture tropes used in VH1’s “Behind the 
Music,” these venerable performers are transformed. They are archetypes playing 
archetypes.  The combination of formally composed shots and handheld camera work 
makes the viewer aware of the construction of the project as the players move in and out 
of fictionalized characters and real life -- the film moves in and out of non-linear 
narrative and historical document.  


