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Country of Origin: USA 
Format: DCP 2K/Color 
Running Time: 92 min. 

Genre: Experimental Narrative 
Not Rated 
In English 

 
New York, NY – Laura Parnes is proud to announce the world premier of “Tour 
Without End (Twenty-One Portraits and a Protest),” at the 20th Annual Sarasota 
Film Festival in the Musings on Musicians Category in the The Independent 
Visions Competition. Screenings will be held on Friday, April 20th at 8pm, and 
on Sunday, April 22 nd at 2:45pm. Director Laura Parnes, and cast members Lizzi 
Bougatsos (Gang Gang Dance) and Alex Drewchin (Eartheater) will be available 
for interviews. 
  
Directed and produced by Laura Parnes and written in collaboration with the 
film’s participants, ‘Tour Without End’ is a strikingly unique –hybridized 
documentary and experimental narrative comedy. The film casts real-life 
musicians and artists as non-actors playing themselves in an exploration of 
identity, representation, and the arts. Centering on the fictional band 
‘Munchausen,’ the film revels in the sometimes hilarious but always-complex 
band dynamics that the characters endure while touring, collaborating, and 
attending the protests surrounding the republican convention. Drawing from the 
rockumentary tradition, the film evolves into a cross-generational commentary 
on contemporary culture and politics in the Trump era, which asserts that no 
one exists outside of politics. 
 
An invitation to enter the colorful and conscientious world of American 
independent rock musicians, “Tour Witout End” presents a multitude of 
characters, many of which are legendary performers in the downtown NYC arts 
scene including Wooster Group founder Kate Valk, Jim Fletcher (The NYC 
Players), musicians Kathleen Hanna, Brontez Purnell (The Younger Lovers); and 
poet Eileen Myles, along with many other queer and feminist icons. 
 
Shot in real environments and situations over the course of 4 years between 
2014-2018, at over 15 DIY music spaces in and around NYC, ‘Tour Without End’ 
functions as a time capsule made more apparent by the shuttering of many of 
the film’s locations due to NYC’s rapid gentrification. As the players move in 
and out of their real life identities and roles as fictionalized characters, 
the film moves in and out of a non-linear narrative ultimately complicating 
the work as historical document. 
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Laura Parnes’ critically acclaimed films and installations address counter-
cultural and youth-culture references where the music is integral to the 
work.  She has screened and exhibited her work widely in the US and 
internationally, including: Whitney Museum of American Art, NY; MoMA PS1, NY; 
Miami Museum of Contemporary Art, FL; Brooklyn Museum; Deste Foundation for 
Contemporary Art, Athens; The International Film Festival Rotterdam, 
Rotterdam, Netherlands; and Museo Nacional Centro De Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid; 
and NY and on PBS and Spanish Television. She recently had solo exhibitions at 
LA><, LA, Participant Inc., Fitzroy Gallery, and solo screenings at the Museum 
of Modern Art and The Kitchen, New York City. Parnes is a 2013 John Simon 
Guggenheim Memorial Fellow, a 2014 NYFA recipient, and a 2016 Creative Capital 
Awardee. Video Data Bank published a box set of her work, and Participant 
Press published a book of her scripts titled ‘Blood and Guts in Hollywood: Two 
Screenplays’ by Laura Parnes with an introduction by Chris Kraus. She has also 
directed music videos for The Julie Ruin and Le Tigre. 
 
 
 
 


